Hope College

Hope College Digital Commons
Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859

Van Raalte Papers

1-6-1857

Meeting Minutes of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church
A. C. Van Raalte
William Buursma
Althea Buursma

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s

The original documents are held in The Joint Archives of Holland. This digitized material is
intended for personal research/study only. The original documents may not be reproduced for
commercial use in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, without permission in
writing from The Joint Archives of Holland.
Recommended Citation
Van Raalte, A. C.; Buursma, William; and Buursma, Althea, "Meeting Minutes of the Consistory of the First
Reformed Church" (1857). Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859. 358.
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s/358

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Van Raalte Papers at Hope College Digital Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859 by an authorized administrator of Hope College
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@hope.edu.

6 January 1857 [however the year is given as 1856]

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte presided and
also served as clerk, it was noted that Elder Ploeg would again teach the catechism classes during Van Raalte's
absence. The first offering for the parochial school amounted to $23.64.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the.Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland, vol. II, pp. 43-44.

Page 43
It was decided that a monthly collection will be taken for this cause. By an unanimous
vote, the first Sunday in the month was set aside for this purpose.
ARTICLE 4 — Brother Labots, as a member of the committee to Graafschaap, informs the
assembly that Brother Schrotenboer acknowledges that he has given opportunity to critics
to speak evil against the pastor. However, he declares that he is prepared to make
confession of this. This confession has not yet talceiplace, and consequently Labots,
Broek, Keppel, and Ploeg were delegated to meet/With the Graafschaap people. If this
request is rejected, neighboring congregations d at least two ministers will be
appointed to handle the matter.
ARTICLE 5 — A discussion ensued concerning various ways to make the church warmer.
It was decided to do additional carpenter work, including better protection at the doors
and to make a warm water hose.
ARTICLE 6 — It was decided that the renting of seating in the church will not be for less
than 25 cents. Those who are (oo poor will be permitted to indicate their financial need,
and they will be released of the responsibility for payment.
ARTICLE 7 — The third Sunday in March there will be a collection for the Board of
Education.
ARTICLE 8 — The b ethren Labots and Keppel were appointed to review the financial
reckoning of the de cons, as well as the building fund.
The meeting was closed by D. te Roller.
A. C. van Raalte
Meeting of January 6, 1856 (should be 1857)
7\1 Present were Labots, Ploeg, Apeldoorn, Wilterdink, Hekhuis, and Keppel; Deacons te
Roller, de Vries, and Wilterdink; and Rev. van Raalte
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
The minutes of the two previous meetings were approved.
ARTICLE 2 — It was decided that Brother Ploeg will teach the catechism classes during
the absence of Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 3 — A complaint was received concerning a member, Mr. Bloemers, who has
accused the consistory of being thieves. It was decided to visit him as soon as the pastor
has returned.

Page 44
ARTICLE 4 — Brother Labots reports that the Graafschaap consistory affirms that Mr.
Schrotenboer should be worked with, in order to lead him to confession. It is claimed
that Schrotenboer had been willing to confess his sin, but that the consistory had not
asked him to do so. However, he now refuses to come forward because of a quarrel with
the consistory. He is prepared to confess his sin if he is allowed to return to church. It is
decided to patiently rebuke the consistory (Graafschaap) or to request two neighboring
pastors and consistories to take up the matter.
•
ARTICLE 5 — Brothers Labots and Keppel report that the diaconal benevolence fund was
found to be in good order.
ARTICLE 6— The collection for the parochial school totaled $23.64.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided that the minister or the Scripture reader (voorlezer) will
announce a song which will be sung by the congregation as they leave.
ARTICLE 8 — The meeting was closed with prayer and thanksgiving by Brother Ploeg.
A. C. van Raalte, clerk
Meeting Held on March 6, 1857
Present were Elders Ploeg, Broek, Hekhuis, Apeldoorncánd Labots; Deacons Plugger, de
Vries, te Roller, and Wilterdink; as well as Rev. van'Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened w}th prayer and thanksgiving for God's
protecting hand, which has made it pofisible for us to meet in health, after a long period of
absence.
ARTICLE 2— The minutes o he previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 3 — Rev. vanaaalte reports to the assembly his experiences during his
absence, and the prot6rous outcome in pledges received for more than $2,500.00 for the
Academy buildings/.
He also report that he has not yet succeeded in finding a female teacher for the parochial
school. Ho/lever, a start has been made for lessening the burden on the district school,
under the direction of Miss Rika Zwaluwenburg. This proposal is approved. The home
of R. te/Roller on the hill is the designated place. Brother Hekhuis was appointed to

